
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mulberry Bulletin           December 2009 
 

 

Important Dates 
_____________________ 
 
Friday, December 18 
Last day of school before 
Winter Holidays 
_____________________ 
Monday, January 4 
School Resumes 
 
 
Lost at Winter Fair: 
Quentin Kerr (wooden 
crafts vendor) lost his  
Silver Nano IPod.  Please 
contact School office if 
found.   
 

        Winter Fair Gratitude 
 
Winter Fair 2009 was a great success!  Thanks to all of you for taking on the 
responsibilities to carry this festival to completion. It was wonderful to see all the 
parents, teachers, staff, and children working so well together to create a magical 
Mulberry School for the larger community.  Thank you, coordinators: 
 
Poster and Flyer Design: Astrid Michels 
Poster Distribution: Betina Speicher,  
Tove Steffensen 
Advertisement: Nicole Thomson, Peelu 
Hira  
Volunteer Coordination: Maureen 
Buchanan 
Finances: Cheryl Reid 
Set-up and Clean-up: Mike Chapman, 
Kristyn Woodfine 
Decoration: Kate Sykes, Ned Sykes, 
Patricia Weidmark 
Candle Dipping: Ingrid Golemiec Stover 

Magical Forest: Rob Sharp and Jude 
Larkin 
Café: Nicole Thomson, Andrew Tietzen, 
Corina Fonyodi 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊŀŦǘǎΥ bƛƴŀ wŜŜǎƻǊ 
Music: Gary Rasberry 
Dishes: Todd Weidmark 
Vendors and Mulberry Store: Tove 
Steffensen 
Craft Circle: Betina Speicher, Jude Larkin, 
Kate Sykes  
Silent Auction: Kristyn Woodfine 
Puppet Show: Teachers 

 

Overall Coordination: Betina Speicher 

 
Thanks to the musicians for yet again creating a wonderful ambience in the café: 
Irish Players, Spencer Evans, Kyra &Tully, Gary Rasberry. 
 
We would like to thank all the silent auction donors for their contribution to our school and the silent auction: 
Annette Burfoot, Audrey IviƳŜȅΣ .ŀōȅΣ .ǳƳǇ ŀƴŘ .ŜȅƻƴŘΣ .ŀǊō 5ŀƴƛŜƭŜǿǎƪƛΣ .ŜƴƴŜǘǘΩǎ ±ŀƭǳ-Mart, Bill Reynolds, 
Camera KingstƻƴΣ /ŀǊŘΩǎ .ŀƪŜǊȅΣ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ YƛŘǎ CǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜΣ /ƘŀǎƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ .ǳƎǎ {ǘǳŘƛƻΣ /ƘŜǊȅƭ wŜid, Chez Piggy, 
Coffee Cravings, Cornerstone Fibres, Desert Lake Gardens, Dwell, Earth To Spirit, Erin Duthie, Erin Hebert, Finley, 
Focus Personal Fitness Studio, FrameworkǎΣ CǊŜŘΩǎ .ǊŜŀŘΣ Dƻ DǊŜŜƴ .ŀōȅΣ IŜƛŘƛ aŀŎƪΣ LǎŜ ¢ŜΩǎ 5ŜǎƛƎƴǎΣ WŜǎǎƛŎŀ 
Brown, Katharine Smithrim, Kim ς frƻƳ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎ /ƻΣ YǊƛǎǘȅƴ ²ƻƻŘŦƛƴŜΣ [ƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜ aǳǎƛŎΣ [ǳƭǳΩǎ 
Colour, Hair and Esthetics Salon, Maike Polano, Maggie Anderson, Marilyn McFadyen, Mark Sinnett, Melissa 
Buchan, Minotaur, Miriam Keyes, Novel Idea, R.C Aitken, Rosemarie Kemp, Sarah Doyle, Sarah, Hip Hip Hoorah!, 
Sarah McKiel, Sienna Middaugh, Sheesham and Lotus, Starbucks, Stephan Fuller, Sterling, Suzanne Glick, The 
Chiropractic ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ό[ŀǳǊŀ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ tŀƛƴύΣ ¢ƘŜ wƻŎƪƛƴƎ IƻǊǎŜΣ ¢ƻǾŜ {ǘŜŦŦŜƴǎŜƴΣ ²ƛƴŘƳƛƭƭΩǎΣ ¸ YƛŘǎǿŜŀǊ. 
 

                                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Giving Campaign 

 
Dear Friends and Families of the Mulberry Community, 
 
Please find the following letter announcing this years Annual Giving Campaign. Grade 8 parent Maureen 
Buchanan writes of her appreciation of the Waldorf curriculum and her experience in having her daughter at 
Mulberry School since Preschool.  Thanks Maureen! 
 
Please note that our campaign runs until January 22nd, and that tax receipts will be issued.  Please also consider 
inviting grandparents to support our School! 
 
Warmly ... Nancy MacMillan, Board Chair 
 

 
Dear Mulberry School Community,  
 
My 13-year-old child mischievously refers to herself as ŀ άaǳƭōŜǊƛŀƴέ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŦƭŀƛǊΣ ŀ 
ά²ŀƭŘƻǊƪƛŀƴέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ƻŦ ¢Φ±Φ  .ǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
well-equipped by her Waldorf education at Mulberry School, to take hold of the reins of her own development, 
as she takes the next step from grade eight into high school next year.  How shall I describe this Waldorf 
education that has meant so much to our family? 

 
From where I stand, Waldorf education is all about the intricate timing and synergy of classroom life, 
curriculum, relationships and child development.  A young child, with his or her fellows, will share the pot of 
kindergarten soup that each has helped to prepare.  As a group, young children will recite imaginatively rich 
verses, and by so doing learn the rhythm of story and speech.  A deep sense of beauty and inner quiet is 
fostered in the dreamy explorations of watercolor painting.  Attention to beauty becomes practical through 
knitting and crocheting, and, in the senior grades, woodworking.  Moreover, joyful singing and recorder playing 
ŀǊŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ 

 
The academic realm is no less rich.  Abstract and powerful concepts are imaginatively translated through 
²ŀƭŘƻǊŦ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ с ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ άŦŜŜƭǎέ ƳŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉlayful steps of a dance, which ultimately gives way to 
the 13-year-old who has the ability to collect herself ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƎŜōǊŀΦ  ! ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
hand-drawn twin mountain peaks become the magical emblem of the sound-letter association, άaΣέ while the 
steady and still observational practice at the heart of the scientific method engages the grade six child in 
quieting the preconceived, in order to deeply notice the phenomenon of light and shadow. 

 
Our work as parents is to support this incredible curriculum.  In the ten years that I have been a part of 
Mulberry School, I have seen the numerous ways that this support is demonstrated.  One important way is the 
Annual Giving Campaign.  A gift of $50 to $150 yields huge benefits to us all.  Our community is widened by 
offering tuition assistance and sibling discounts, which help to make this education affordable to a greater 
number of families as well as families with two or more children.  Early Childhood programs are enriched by 
extraordinary teacher-to-student ratios (1:6 in Morning Garden and 1:9 in Kindergarten).  The Annual Giving 
Campaign also helps to support outstanding curriculum activities such as the violin program for the Grade 5/6 
class and the physical and outdoor education activities for the upper grades. 

 
There are many pressing priorities now that we own our school building.  You will hear more about this through 
the upcoming Capital Campaign, which is being carefully prepared to address our long-term financial stability.  
For nƻǿΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Annual Giving Campaign. The 
campaign will come to a close January 22nd 2010.   

 
After 10 years as a Mulberry parent, I can honestly say it really is all about the learning -for child and parent - 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΗ   
 

Maureen Buchanan 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Glimpse into the Classrooms for December 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Morning Garden 

Chipmunk Class (Monday - Wednesday) 
After a very wet October, we have been blessed with sunny mild 
weather for our outdoor playtime for most of November. The children 
have been raking, digging, weeding, and planting daffodil bulbs (and a 
ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎŜŘŀǊ άǘǊŜŜέύΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƘŜŜƭ-barrow rides to 
the big yard to put our compost in the bins there, and many willing 
hands to fill our bird-feeder.  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ άŦŀƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ǿƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǳƳǇƪƛƴǎέ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜn doing counting and alphabet 
ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƘȅƳŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ άhƴŜ ¢ǿƻΣ .ǳŎƪƭŜ aȅ {ƘƻŜέ ŀƴŘ Ϧ!./Ϧ 
ǿƛǘƘ άƎǊƻǎǎ ƳƻǘƻǊέ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
their curtsies and bows respectively. The children are getting better at 
keeping our circle round. We continue to use finger-play during circle, 
όƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇƭŜΧέύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 
develop fine motor skills.  Now that late fall is upon us and Jack Frost is 
on his way, Tara the Turtle (a terra-cotta ocarina puppet) is visiting, 
with the story of her turtle family on Buck Lake. After a summer of 
sunning themselves on the granite out-cropping on Turtle Island, Tara 
and her family are preparing for a long winter sleep in the mud at the 
bottom of the bay. 
  

Morning Garden - Chickadee Class (Thursday -  Friday) 
Our circle in November was inpired by the lantern walk.  Each day we 
carried a lantern and travelled underground to the homes of the 
gnomes and dwarves where they were busy helping Mother Earth 
prepare her seeds for the winter.   
  
The children all enjoyed making their own lanterns to carry on the 
journey underground; they especially loved stomping their feet like the 
little dwarves.  The children have been introduced to watercolour 
painting (red) and beeswax modelling.  Our puppet story for November 
was the traditional folktale "Stone Soup."  Imagine the children's 
delight when we made stone soup for our snack!  Our December circle 
is about a journey through the dark and snowy night and our puppet 
story is of a mouse family who are busy preparing for the coming 
winter.  The stories and circles assist the children in developing speech, 
memory, sense of fantasy and imagination, lengthening their attention 
span, and crossing their midlines vertically and horizontally.  In 
December, the children will help make gifts for the birds and squirrels 
and help bake cookies.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten 
 
Circle: Nativity story  
Story: Hershel and the Menorah  
Activity: making potato latkes, 
creating holiday crafts, running 
fast to keep warm outside 

 
Wind verse: 

 
The little winds they whisper they 
whisper as they pass 
They tell their tiny secrets to the 
flowers and the grass 
The big winds go blustering and 
buffeting about 
The little winds they whisper and 
the big winds SHOUT 

 

 

Hanukkah game song: 
 
I have a little dreidl I made it out of clay 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅ Ƴȅ ŘǊŜƛŘƭ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ 
Dreidl dreidl dreidl I made it out of clay 
Dreidl dreidl dreidl my dreidl I will play 

 

Advent/Hanukkah candle lighting verse:  
 
I light one (two, four, ŜƛƎƘǘΧύ ŎŀƴŘƭŜόǎύ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
Eternal light may enter here 
That shines deep in darkest night 
To make us children of the light 

 
 

 
 

 

Grade 1 and 2 
 
In December, Grade One and Two will return to a language block.  
Grade One children will continue to learn their letters through 
movement, story, and images.  Grade Two children will practice 
spelling and reading words with different consonant blends (tr, fr), 
and writing story summaries and verses.  The entire class will hear, 
retell and dramatize folk and fairy tales from near and far. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3/4  
 
The Grade 3/4 class is doing a math block- arithmetic skills - long division, addition and subtraction with 
regrouping and multiplication with multiple digits, factors and multiples.  Time permitting, they will also do 
a bit of grammar. 

 

 
 

 

 
Grade 5/6 
 
November -- History-Ancient Greece.  December --  North American Geography 
 

             
 


