
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mulberry Bulletin           January 2010 
 
 
Important Dates 
_____________________ 
Monday, February 8 
Grade 7/8 Waldorf 
Curriculum by Merwin Lewis 
3:45 pm 
______________________ 
Friday, February 12th  
PD Day and  
Monday, February 15   
Family Day    
SCHOOL CLOSED 
_____________________ 
Monday, February 22 
Early Childhood Evening  
6:45- 8:30 pm 
_____________________ 
Saturday, February 27 
Open House (see page 8) 
10:00 am- 12:00 noon 
_____________________ 
Thursday, March 4 
Spring Assembly  
2:15 pm 
_____________________ 
Monday, March 8 to  
Friday, March 18  
March Break 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
 

 
Grade 4 Cross Stitching 

Annual Giving Campaign Nears Target!         
 
Our Annual Giving Campaign was a tremendous success.  We doubled our 
goal to raise $6074 with an 80% participation rate from our families ς the 
best ever.  A huge thank you to all who participated!   
 
We would also like to thank the Grade 1/2 class and parents and Shayna 
Watson for their bake sale, which raised $127.15 for the Annual Giving 
Campaign.  Well done! 
 
Other Recent Fundraising Successes! 
  
Our Winter Fair was a resounding success raising $7500.  Thanks go out 
to Betina and the Community Development team for leadership and to 
our wonderful extended community.  Well done! 
  
The Grade 5/6 Haiti Bake Sale raised $319.46.  This amount will be 
donated to a yet to be decided Charity and will be doubled by the 
Canadian Government.  Thanks as well to Laura, Matt and Arden who 
took the remaining baked goods to the Haiti concert that evening and 
raised a further $400 for Doctors Without Borders.   
  
The Contra Dance with Sheesham and Lotus and Martha Cooper raised 
$275 and was a ton of fun! If you didn't catch this one the next one is on 
April 18th at 2:00 pm in the Mulberry School Gym.   
  
 Ongoing Fundraisers 
 
We have sold two and a half batches of grocery cards so far this year with 
a net profit of $2500.  This fundraiser costs nothing except the time it 
takes to make a trip to the office.  Cards can be used at Loblaws, No Frills 
and ValuMart. 
 
Our Mulberry Boutique has raised $465 and is helping to pay for the cost 
of our beautiful new keyboard.  We will be holding another garage sale in 
the spring and are currently accepting good quality used items for sale.  
Please drop them off at the office.  
  
Cheers Cheryl 
 

  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Glimpse into the Classrooms         
 

Parent and Child 
Parent and Child programs continue to meet in our warm and beautiful Rainbow Room - a 
haven from the winter winds.  We're busy learning winter songs and crafting felt heart 
mobiles and snowmen.  Our groups have formed beautifully with new friendships among 
parents, and between children just beginning to learn to play together.  New babies have been 
welcomed into the groups and a good number of older children are showing signs of readiness 
to 'graduate' into Morning Garden next fall.  I look forward to each morning with all of the 
wonderful families. 
 
Chipmunk Morning Garden Class (Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday) 
±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛǇƳǳƴƪ aƻǊƴƛng Garden class! In February we have 
been frolicking with Jack Frost in our yard, sledding down our mini-hill and shoveling. 
Chipmunk engineers have devised wooden snow ploughs to clear a path for sled-trains, ponies 
and winter tag. We are eagerly awaiting more snow to re-vamp our forts and snowmen. In our 
Ŏƻǎȅ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ά²ŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎέ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ 
planted amaryllis bulbs to bedeck our snack table, and will be slipping shamrocks to take home 
ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ȅƻǳƴƎ aD ōŀƪŜǊǎκǇƻǎǘƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
delivery to our mail pouches to share with everyone at home. As well as colouring and 
modeling, the children have also been savouring the joys of painting with red on wet paper. 
 As always, at the heart of every Chipmunk morning, the children bring their vivid young 
imaginings to life at playtime in our classroom, taking us all somewhere new every day! 

 
Chickadee Morning Garden Class (Thursday/Friday) 
 As we work towards the second half of our school year, there are some small changes taking 
place in the classrroom as the children grow in confidence and skill.  The material presented 
during circle is a little more challenging as we introduce movements which require greater 
balance, flexibility, and concentration.  Puppet stories are longer, often containing a conflict 
which needs to be resolved.  Older children now carry daily responsibilities in caring for the 
classroom and one another.  We are also allowing the children to work out some of their 
conflicts more independently.    
  
The children have begun painting with 
two colours this month (red and blue) 
and were all very excited to discover 
purple! We will make simple crafts and 
bake cookies for Valentine's Day. The 
teachers will continue to offer hand/foot 
massages with lavender oil and hair 
brushing to those children who are 
interested.   
February:  Puppet Story - Three Wishes; 
Circle - Late Winter Circle 
 March:  Puppet Story - Too Much Noise; 
Circle - Cobbler Circle 

 

Elias and Friends in Morning Garden!  

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kindergarten 
February: 
Snow! Snow! Snow! ς We are calling to King Winter 
and Jackie Frost to come back with more snow and 
fun!  ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘy for you Mrs. Thaw! 
Lunar New Year ς LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
will celebrate with pot stickers, dragon noodles, 
paper lanterns and the story of The Empty Pot! 
Painting joyfully with two colours ςmagic! 
The older children are learning to sew backstitch and 
blanket stitch so that they can create their own 
handmade treasure. 
 
March: 
Who is this I hear, deep down in the Earth?  Hacking 
and cracking the rocks and the stones?  The children 
will solve this mystery during our circle time. 
Where are the animals when the North wind 
blows?  ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
as they go from sleeping to considering waking for 
Spring. Watch for lots of hopping, lumbering and 
crawling to come. 

 

 
Kindergarten Class at McBurney Park 

 

 
Grade 1/2 Watercolour 

Grade 1/2 
The grade one/two class has just completed a 
math block.  The grade ones practiced number 
bonds, such as, "How many different ways can 
we arrive at eight, nine, and ten?"  The grade twos 
looked at patterns of threes, fours, and fives and 
worked on their multiplication facts.  All of the 
children looked at geometric forms in circles and 
counted by two, threes, and fours with 
movement, verse and song.  Our next block will be 
Native legends, and there are many interesting 
stories to look forward to. 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3/4 
 
We will be busy preparing our play: "Loki's 
Last Laugh" with the help of guest director 
Ned Dickens.  The play will (if all goes 
according to plan) go up just before the 
March Break. We will be having a morning 
performance for Mulberry School students 
and an evening performance at which 
everyone is welcome!  Details will be 
announced soon.   
 
We will also be going on a skiing trip, and 
starting a unit of grammar study in our extra 
main periods for the next five weeks. 
 

 

 
Grade 3/4 Thoughts on Field Trip to Opera 

 
 
Grade 5/6 
The Grade 5 and 6 class will wrap up their studies of North America in early February.  In groups 
of two or three the students are studying the eight main geographic regions in North America. 
They will present what they have learned about the region in a narrative essay or poem, 
complete with illustrations, maps and charts (many are writing from the point of view of an 
animal in the region).  Gary Rasberry has volunteered to help the students create 
"soundscapes" to add a new and fun element to their work. 
 

 
Grade 5/6 Art 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7/8 
Grade 7/8 will be introduced to  Organic Chemistry 
in February, concentrating on plant and food 
chemistry.  This ties in very well with an earlier 
block on human physiology and nutrition.  In 
addition,  the study of biographies of scientists will 
enrich our understanding of the hallmarks of great 
scientists:  exact observation, meticulous care, 
patience, humility and a sense of wonder.    In 
March, we will finish up Canadian History and start 
on the class play.   

Grade 7/8 Watercolour 
 

 
Grade 7/8 Physical Education Class 

 
NEW!!  Mulberry Electronic Trader         

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aǳƭōŜǊǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƴƻƴ-commercial, 
less consumptive, sharing, bartering, exchanging, selling, telling, recycling, tax-free way of living! 
The Mulberry Electronic Trader will be an email that goes out to you (Heidi Mack collecting 
incoming posts and consolidating them and sending out ONE email each day/every other day) 
with a tidy little package of things for you τ this is an opportunity (for example) for you to do 
everything from offer free transportation to Toronto, request a pair of size 8 hockey skates, ask 
if anyone knows where to buy organic Lambmeat, offer singing lessons for tone-deaf middle age 
folks, ask if anyone has gluten free cookie recipes, tell folks that there will be hoola hooping in 
the park on Tuesdays afterschool, offer to drive to Little Cat for skiing every day, or offer to trade 
your wooden doll house for a bicycle ....  you get the picture.   
 
In essence  THE MULBERRY TRADER (electronic) it is a sharing network to help us not only save 
money but help each other, support a culture of reusing and recycling, get active and play 
together, exchange goods and services, and be found bartering skates for pickles in the 
schoolyard.   όƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ aǳƭōŜǊǊȅ tŜƴƴȅ {ŀǾŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴύΦ 
 
HOW?  If you want to receive a regular email/update and/or post things to the trader, please 
email Heidi (heidi@heidimack.ca) so that she can add you to the distribution list.  At any time, 
you may remove yourself from the list in the same way. 
POSTING:  If you want to post something (event, item to give away, item to sell, service to trade, 
something you are looking for etc.) please send a clear concise email including your contact 
information to heidi@heidimack.ca 

http://service.gmx.net/de/cgi/derefer?TYPE=3&DEST=
http://service.gmx.net/de/cgi/derefer?TYPE=3&DEST=


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grade 8 Woodworking Project �t cherrywood spoon 

 
My trip to Indonesia 

 
32 hours and 17.000 km later, 40 degree Celsius warmer and I arrived in Medan on Sumatra.  As 
some of you perhaps noticed, I left the school one week earlier 
before the Christmas holiday to visit my girlfriend Carolin and to 
visit the Island Sumatra in Indonesia for 3 weeks. 
On my way to Indonesia I had one day in the very Singapore 
which was very interesting and I did a city tour there and 
experienced one of the nicest and moderns airports in the world.  
When I arrived I was really exhausted because of the hot 
weather, the long flight and the 12 hours jetlag. 
My girlfriend is working in Catholic school there and is doing the 
kind of same thing as I do.  The first week we spent in Medan and 
in Siantar, where my girlfriend is working at. 
LΩŘ ǎŀȅ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻŎƪΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
Canada or to Germany.  The people are really starring at you 
because there are not a lot of white people on Sumatra, because 
there is just a little tourism.  In the first week we saw about 4 
white people.   
It was very interesting to see the schools there, because everything is religious there and the 
education is totally different, I would say. 
The next place on our journey was the jungle. We made a jungle tour a saw a lot of animals, 
monkeys and even wild orangutans. Sumatra is one of the last two places on the world, where 
you can find wild orangutans. 
The last week we spent on Lake Toba, which was 
my favourite place because it was really beautiful 
and relaxing. We made some a couple of trips, like 
taking a bath in a source of a volcano or renting a 
scooter and driving around. 
In total I really had a great time on Sumatra and it 
was very interesting to see the other side of the 
world, both geographically and socially. It was 
really worth to make this experience. 
CƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ƳŜΥ  
eliasgoelz@gmx.de.  I hope you all had a great and 
relaxing Christmas.  
Take care, 
Elias 


